
Forgotten village recreates itself as a foodie 

paradise 

In terms of its pretty Co Wicklow setting, Delgany always had a lot going for it, but business in 

the community had gone into a decline. Five years ago, its fortunes began to change 
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O’Brien, of the Bear Paw Deli says: ‘We were busy from the start and see trade as continuing to 

grow 
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The small village of Delgany, in Co Wicklow, is forever associated in my mind with the ear-

splitting shrieks of peacocks. In the early 1980s, my parents bought a house in one of the first 

developments in the village; a small estate of 15 homes backing on to the gracious gardens of 

Éamon de Buitléar, the film-maker and wildlife expert. 

For a short time, they were joined by George, my London Waiter, a rescue cat that looked as 

though it was wearing a monkey suit, but without the bow tie, although it enjoyed wearing one 

for parties. Having started life in a London tower block, this was paradise for George, and the 

shrieks usually started a short time after his frequent disappearances. The peacocks were 



unimpressed by the outrageous incursions of a cheeky Cockney moggy; it really wasn’t what 

they were accustomed to. Belated apologies to the de Buitléar family. 

 
Delgany’s only surviving pub, the Horse and Hound 

My parents’ house was sold in 1990 to a woman who divided her time between her south Co 

Dublin home and South Africa. The big attraction of the house was the proximity to Delgany 

Golf Club. The club was founded in 1908 and has produced four Ryder Cup players. It is set on 

some of the most spectacular real estate in the country, with panoramic views sweeping Wicklow 

Head and the Sugar Loaf, all the way to Bray Head. 

Thanks to a €5m investment by members, the 18-hole course is extremely popular. On the 

Wednesday I visited I was stunned to see hundreds of cars in the car park — and Wednesday is a 

men-only day. 

Delgany village has changed since the days I used to catch the No 84 bus back to Dublin from 

the stop outside the Delgany Inn — of the three pubs in the village, only one, the Horse and 

Hound, remains open. The Delgany Inn closed in 2002, while the Wicklow Arms, which 

attracted the patronage of Hollywood royalty Elizabeth Taylor, Katharine Hepburn, Peter 

O’Toole and Laurence Olivier, closed its doors for the last time in 2011. 



For years it seemed as though the heart had gone out of the village, as with so many small towns 

and villages around the country. Then change came calling and this time it will be big. 

 
Watts moved her ceramics studio to the village, but can’t afford to buy there 

It started with the former Delgany Inn, which some far-seeing soul bought and turned into a fine-

food emporium. Patrick Ryan, a baker, had just returned to Ireland with his girlfriend, Laura 

Moore, to open a bread school on Heir Island when he was asked to open a bakery and coffee 

shop on the ground floor. He had just spent four years as head baker in The Thoughtful Bread 

Co, in Bath, while starring in BBC2’s The Big Bread Experiment. “I was a bit dubious at first,” 

says Ryan. “There were few businesses still trading in Delgany in 2012. I thought, ‘Who will 

come?’ ” 

When I visit, we have difficulty finding a table as the restaurant is packed. Ryan’s Firehouse 

Bakery has been a huge success and draws a large clientele, which is good news for next-door 

deli, the Delgany Grocer, which has a large range of local and exotic foodstuffs. More formal 

dining is upstairs in the Pigeon House cafe and restaurant. 

“We see the bakery as an important part of village life,” says Ryan. “A traditional village 

bakehouse should not just be a shop, but also a place at the heart of the community, where people 

can come to sit, relax and catch up.” 



 
Farrelly’s, Delgany’s master butcher shop 

Ballymaloe-trained Claire O’Brien opened the Bear Paw Deli in 2013, in a shop on Convent 

Road that had been empty for three years. “I saw a gap in the market for really good quality food 

to go,” says O’Brien. “A lot of people in Delgany work from home, and the school run brings in 

consistent custom during term time. 

“We were busy from the start and, with housing developments having been either approved or 

which are in the planning stage all around the village, we see trade as continuing to grow.” 

The name Bear Paw came from an Inuit good luck and protection symbol that O’Brien’s mother 

gave her to carry when she travelled throughout India, China and Russia. The exposure to world 

cuisine is reflected in the deli’s menu. It offers a mixture of Indian, Basque and contemporary 

Irish food. The provenance is more local: Wicklow Farmhouse cheese, eggs from North 

Wicklow Free Range Eggs and meat from Farrelly’s, the master butcher across the road. 



 
Delgany golf club, designed by Harry Vardon 

Padraig Farrelly runs the second- generation butcher shop with his brother Anthony. The wise-

cracking duo make a cheerful comedy team. More importantly, the meat is local: the lambs make 

the journey from Blackberry Lane, in Delgany, to Farrelly’s, then into the Bear Paw’s lamb 

tagine. Farrelly’s also supplies the Delgany Grocer. 

The hot topic in Delgany is the development of the remaining empty decaying building in 

Delgany’s streetscape: the Wicklow Arms, and the two-acre site on which it stands. Planning 

permission has been granted for 12 two-storey homes, and 10 apartments in a three-storey block 

over “retail, office and restaurant” units. Opinion is divided; retailers see the scheme as a 

positive development, especially because the site in the village centre has been empty for years. 

Some residents are less impressed, citing possible traffic congestion and threats to the integrity 

of the quaint village. 

This development is a drop in the ocean. Estate agent Derrick McGovern, of McGovern Estates, 

estimates that about 1,500 homes are between the stages of planning applications and breaking 

ground in the area at the moment. 

“Delgany/Greystones is designated a large growth area [by Wicklow county council], with a 

target population of 24,000 by 2022,” he says. “Most of the Delgany homes will be built between 

Delgany and Blacklion, in Greystones, but there is a significant number of developments on the 



board for other areas around the village. It is to be hoped that the character and atmosphere of 

Delgany will be retained, but it seems change is inevitable.” McGovern estimates a typical three-

bedroom semi in a new estate will cost between €420,000 and €435,000. 

 
The remarkable display of ingredients in Delgany’s grocers 

Just 10 minutes’ drive from the M50, Delgany is ideally situated as a commuter town, but has 

streets built for the horse and buggy era, so infrastructure does need consideration. 

“It’s a gorgeous little village and the lack of development to date has protected the character, but 

development of the derelict sites now can only be seen as a big opportunity,” says Aifric Aiken, 

of Plan 8 Architects, in Delgany. “The village needs a gathering space at its centre, but I would 

like to see traffic routing and pedestrian zones, too.” 

Businessman and furniture designer Bob Mooney, a kitchen and furniture maker, runs Robert 

Mooney Furniture. He moved to the village in 2000 with his wife, Siobhan. “Delgany is a 

wonderful spot, quiet, with a good atmosphere and all the amenities to hand,” says Siobhan. 

‘There are lovely walks — I can walk to the golf club, which has a very busy social calendar, or 

to a night out in the Pigeon House restaurant. 

“The Tidy Towns here is also very active. When we sent out a ‘hedges and edges’ request 

recently, everyone got involved; everybody knows each other, it’s a very friendly place.” 



 
Fresh produce in the grocer, supplied by the Farrelly’s 

The couple are happy to see Delgany regenerate, although, along with many residents, they 

worry about how the changes might affect the character of the quaint village. 

Garden landscaper Philip Brightling and wife, Louise, who teaches art at the Mill House Art 

School, in Newtownmountkennedy, moved to Delgany from Glenageary in 1993. “At the time, it 

represented better value for money than Dublin, especially given the size of the garden we have 

here,” Philip says. 

“We liked Delgany for access to the sea and the mountains, the proximity to Greystones, with its 

amenities, and also the easy access to Dublin for my work. 

“There has been a lot of development since we bought here and it does put the infrastructure 

under pressure. Delgany is a small village with winding streets and public transport is limited.” 

Ceramic artist Grainne Watts recently moved her studio space from Cloughjordan, in Co 

Tipperary, to Silversprings in Delgany. Watts, who is noted for the colourful playful creatures 

she creates, would like to buy in Delgany. 

“I’d love a small cottage with a garden and space for a studio, but I think anything in Delgany is 

probably outside my price range; I’m doing the Lotto though, so I live in hope,” she says. 



It is uncertain as to how the tide of development is going change the face of the village; the 

proximity to both Dublin and the beauty of Wicklow are attractions that will probably drive more 

development in coming years. It is a source of concern for many Delgany long-time residents 

who love their small village and its intimate atmosphere. 

One way or another, there are going to be massive changes in Delgany over the next decade, 

whether it will set the cat among the peacocks remains to be seen. 

The lowdown 

Housing: Planning permission has been granted for 89 new homes on Bellevue Hill and 12 two-

storey homes with 10 apartments in the village. You will pay upwards of €265,000 for a two-

bedroom apartment. Smaller semi-detached houses cost from €365,000, but there are many 

upmarket, detached homes, from €795,000 to more than €1m. 

Schools: For primary schools, there’s St Laurence’s School, in Greystones, and Delgany 

National School. Temple Carrig secondary school, in Greystones, the first voluntary Church of 

Ireland school to open since the foundation of the state (although the roll call is 20% Church of 

Ireland, 60% Roman Catholic and 20% varying faiths) was officially opened last year by 

taoiseach Enda Kenny. Gaelschoil na gCloch Liath and Educate Together, between Delgany and 

Greystones, both opened in 2008. 

Sports and amenities: As well as possessing one of the most spectacular golf courses in the 

country, Delgany has beautiful walks and is close to both the mountains and the sea. Nearby 

Greystones has a harbour and marina, active GAA, rugby and running clubs, plus plenty of 

eateries, pubs and shops. 

Celebrity connections: Filmmaker Éamon de Buitléar; Ryder Cup players Harry Bradshaw, 

Eamonn Darcy, Jimmy Martin and John O’Leary are all associated with Delgany Golf Club. 

Best of Delgany 

Rustic and quaint 



 

€845,000 
Willow Lodge is a very quaint but large home on Drummin Lane in Delgany. The 202 sq metre 

detached house sits on a site of about an acre and has rustic interiors with exposed beams and 

wide-plank oak wooden floors. 

The accommodation is bright, and includes four bedrooms, two reception rooms, a kitchen, 

dining room, utility room, guest lavatory and bathroom. There is an en suite in the master 

bedroom.  

sherryfitz.ie 

Lodge with appeal 

http://sherryfitz.ie/


 

€5.5m 
By far the most expensive residential property in Delgany, Castlefield House hit the market on 

Thursday. At 756 sq metres, it includes its very own bar, home cinema and gym. As well as the 

main house, there is a two-bedroom mews, two-bedroom gate lodge and further outbuildings on 

the two and half acres of manicured grounds. This could be one for people who work from home. 

It’s certainly one for those who like to entertain.  

knightfrank.ie 

Scope for an update  

http://www.knightfrank.ie/


 

€795,000 
The standout feature of Briarwood, a four-bedroom house on Blackberry Lane in Delgany, is the 

large glass atrium in the brick-walled dining room. The 219 sq metre house also includes a study, 

living room, kitchen, utility room, family room and the four bedrooms, two of which have en 

suite bathrooms. New owners will want to update the decor, but there’s lots to work with. The 

house is surrounded by landscaped gardens and bordered by mature trees.  

sherryfitz.ie 

 

http://sherryfitz.ie/

